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Cornstalk Bales Are Economical Source of Roughage For Cattle
(Pella, IA – October 18, 2005)  When it comes to a good, affordable source of roughage, many cattle producers and livestock feeders are finding that cornstalk bales really fit the bill. 

Daniel Rippe (Rip-ee) who has a cow-calf operation in Auburn, Nebraska says he has found that cornstalk bales work better for his operation than hay bales.

“Part of it is that they’re – well, cheap.  And I can feed distiller’s products with the corn stalks and end up with a decent ration and still be cheaper than going out and buying some higher quality hay.”  (:15) ([image: image2.png]


 vermeer-cornstalk-feeding-rippe-cut1) 
David Balsenburger (ball-tens-berger) of Johnson, Nebraska who custom bales up to 1,000 cornstalk bales a year for clients who feed them to cattle, and he feeds his own herd as well.
“I think it’s an excellent source of feed.  We do mix them wet, distiller’s mash, and it varies on the time of the year how much we feed of that.  In the winter time we feed probably four or five pounds a head, in the summertime only a couple pounds a head.” (:14) ([image: image3.png]


 vermeer-cornstalk-feeding-balsenburg-cut1)
Distiller’s grains as a by-product of ethanol production are getting to be a more readily available source of protein to complement the corn stalks, and Rippe says the cattle love it.

“The distiller product adds the protein, it’s fairly high in phosphorous and your mineral requirement.  I feed a liquid distiller’s product.  I put that on top and mix it in and the cows clean it all up.  There’s virtually no waste with it.”  (:15) ([image: image4.png]


 vemeer-cornstalk-feeding-rippe-cut2)
Balsenburger adds that cornstalk bales help cut the protein content in silage to keep cows from giving too much milk.

“A lot of people are using tub-ground cornstalks to mix with their corn silage because they don’t need all the grain for their cow herd that comes in the corn silage.  Especially in the spring of the year when they’re calving, it cheapens down the ration and makes it less high energy.”  (:16) ([image: image5.png]


 Vermeer-cornstalk-feeding-balsenburg-cut2)
Vermeer Manufacturing is producing a series of inserts on cornstalk baling for national farm publications in the next few months that address some of the special considerations for the practice, including mixing with distillers grains and feeding them to cattle.  To learn more about baling cornstalks and Vermeer balers and rakes, contact your local Vermeer dealer.  To find your nearest dealer go to www.vermeerag.com or call 800-370-3659.
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