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First Seed Treatment Nematicide For Cotton Now Available For Purchase 

AVICTA Complete Pak offers complete early-season nematode, insect, disease protection

GREENSBORO, N.C., October 5, 2005 – For the first time ever, cotton growers will be able to use a convenient and innovative option to control nematodes, insects and diseases. AVICTA™ Complete Pak, a groundbreaking seed-delivered technology to combat all early-season cotton pests, is now available for the 2006 planting season. A combination of three separately registered products: AVICTA seed treatment nematicide, Cruiser® seed treatment insecticide and Dynasty CST® seed-delivered fungicide, AVICTA Complete Pak offers cotton growers complete early-season protection to ensure better root development and, in turn, a more vigorous crop with improved return on investment. 


Over the past several years, AVICTA Complete Pak has undergone extensive in-house and independent research. In trials conducted from 2000-2004, AVICTA Complete Pak was shown to produce yields equal to or greater than Temik® (5 lbs/A) 80 percent of the time. Its seed-applied combination of three separately registered products provides effective protection from nematodes, insects and diseases in an extremely convenient delivery method. AVICTA Complete Pak provides protection from day one, eliminating the application timing uncertainty and labor intensive handling associated with current control methods.

“I think farmers are always looking for a way to speed up the planting operation. Any time you have to apply an additional product, such as an in-furrow treatment, it means an additional stop for the tractor driver,” said Craig Rothrock, professor of plant pathology at the University of Arkansas. “AVICTA Complete Pak, with nematicide, fungicide and insecticide on the seed, will speed up the planting operation tremendously.” ([image: image1.png]
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AVICTA Complete Pak will give cotton producers something they have been needing for three decades: a new choice in a nematicide. “Syngenta is excited about offering cotton growers the first new option for nematode control in nearly 30 years,” said Steve Russell, seed treatment crop manager for Syngenta. “Growers now have an alternative to traditional nematode control methods in the form of an innovative, convenient seed treatment. AVICTA Complete Pak also contains an insecticide and a fungicide for complete early-season protection. Providing growers with nematode, insect and disease protection in one simple step marks a breakthrough in cotton production.” ([image: image2.png]


 syngenta-russell.mp3) (:30)
AVICTA, the nematicide component of AVICTA Complete Pak, received federal registration for use on cotton in February. It provides immediate protection against all major early-season nematode species, including southern root-knot, reniform and lance nematodes. Protecting cotton from infection by these nematodes promotes stronger stands and emergence, and builds the foundation for better yield and return on investment.  

Cruiser, the insecticide component of AVICTA Complete Pak, is a systemic insecticide belonging to a subclass of neonicotinoids. Since the 2001 planting season, Cruiser has been protecting plants from a broad spectrum of seed, soil and foliar chewing and sucking insects, including thrips and aphids, to help get crops off to a healthy, vigorous start.

Dynasty CST, the fungicide component of AVICTA Complete Pak, was introduced for the 2005 planting season. It contains three proven fungicides that deliver outstanding protection against pre- and post-emergent Rhizoctonia, Fusarium and Pythium. As a premier seed-delivered fungicide for cotton, Dynasty CST results in better emergence, more uniform stands, better early-season vigor and higher yields.

For more information about AVICTA Complete Pak, contact your Syngenta Crop Protection or Seed Treatment representative, or ask your local cotton seed supplier for more details.

# # #

Syngenta is a world-leading agribusiness committed to sustainable agriculture through innovative research and technology. The company is a leader in crop protection, and ranks third in the high-value commercial seeds market. Sales in 2004 were approximately $7.3 billion. Syngenta employs some 20,000 people in over 90 countries. Syngenta is listed on the Swiss stock exchange (SYNN) and in New York (SYT).  Further information is available at www.syngenta.com.
This press release contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as “expect,” “would,” “will,” “potential,” “plans,” “prospects,” “estimated,” “aiming,” “on track” and similar expressions.  Such statements may be subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. We refer you to Syngenta’s publicly available filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for information about theses and other risks and uncertainties. Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other factors. This release does not constitute, or form part of, any offer or invitation to see or issue, or any solicitation of any offer, to purchases or subscribe for any ordinary shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta ADSs, nor shall it form the basis of, or be relied on in connection with, any contract therefore. 

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using any of these products. 

AVICTA technology is protected by U.S. Patent No. 6,875,727, and other patents and pending patent applications in US and other countries.
AVICTA™, Cruiser®, Dynasty CST® and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.  

Temik® is a trademark of Bayer CropScience.
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