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Herculex® RW receives U.S. regulatory approvals

INDIANAPOLIS AND DES MOINES, IOWA – October 5, 2005 – Corn growers who have been fighting corn rootworms can now protect their corn with the Herculex® RW Rootworm Protection trait in 2006.  

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., and Dow AgroSciences LLC, the trait’s developers, recently received confirmation that Herculex RW has received full food and feed approvals within the United States.  Kyle Whitaker, New Product Launch Manager for Pioneer Hi-Bred, says Herculex RW will give corn growers expanded options for in-the-seed protection against corn rootworm.
“We’re seeing growers with increasing pressure from corn rootworm and they seem to be finding that traditional methods like crop rotation are no longer very effective.  So, what this is going to do is offer growers the opportunity to control Mexican, Western and Northern Corn Rootworm within the seed itself, which of course in going to make it very simple and very efficient.”  (:21)  ([image: image1.png]
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Whitaker says the trait will be available in hybrids for the 2006 season from Pioneer.
“We are currently going to be offering five hybrids for the 2006 season.  We will have some additional products as we move through our hybrid advancement season coming up this fall.  And I think the key is to have growers check back with their local Pioneer sales professional and they can get them some up-to-date information in terms of specific hybrids that are available for their geography.”  (:21)  ([image: image2.png]
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According to Whitaker, Herculex RW has performed very well in field trials.
“We had a number of field trials out this past growing season and we’re seeing excellent root protection and also a dramatic reduction in the number of adults emerging from the fields.  And so that’s certainly a good combination and hopefully will lead to improve standability for the grower and improved harvestability.”  (:18)  ([image: image3.png]
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All Herculex traits have LibertyLink® technology providing tolerance to LIBERTY® herbicide which controls more than 100 grass and broadleaf weed species on contact.
Herculex RW has received registration by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and deregulated status from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and successfully completed the consultation process with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).   Pioneer and Dow AgroSciences are also seeking registrations in Canada and other countries as well as grain import approvals for key export markets, such as Japan.  

Pioneer and Dow AgroSciences also anticipate EPA registration of Herculex® XTRA Insect Protection in the near future. Herculex XTRA will combine the corn rootworm protection of Herculex RW with the broad insect protection of Herculex I Insect Protection – protection against corn borer, black cutworm, western bean cutworm and other destructive pests – to give corn growers the broadest-spectrum in-plant insect protection available.  

Dow AgroSciences LLC, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, is a global leader in providing pest management and biotechnology products that improve the quality and quantity of the earth's food supply and contribute to the health and quality of life of the world's growing population. Dow AgroSciences has approximately 5,500 people in more than 50 countries dedicated to its business, and has worldwide sales of US $3.4 billion. Dow AgroSciences is a wholly owned subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company. For more information about Dow AgroSciences, visit www.dowagro.com. 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., a subsidiary of DuPont, is the world's leading source of customized solutions for farmers, livestock producers and grain and oilseed processors. With headquarters in Des Moines, Iowa, Pioneer provides access to advanced plant genetics, crop protection solutions and quality crop systems to customers in nearly 70 countries. DuPont is a science company. Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by solving problems and creating solutions that make people's lives better, safer and easier. Operating in more than 70 countries, the company offers a wide range of products and services to markets including agriculture, nutrition, electronics, communications, safety and protection, home and construction, transportation and apparel.
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®Herculex is a registered trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC. Herculex Insect Protection technology by Dow AgroSciences and Pioneer Hi-Bred.
®Liberty is a registered trademark of Bayer CropScience.
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