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For Immediate Release - Audio Available Now!

 

This release is especially prepared for broadcast purposes and contains links to audio files that may be easily downloaded for your on-air use.  Just click on the file name after the quote to listen and download the audio files.  While online your media player should automatically open and play the file which you can then download to your hard drive.  We recommend Windows Media Player.  Individual sound bite links in text of release. 
	 
	FOR MORE INFORMATION:

	RURAL ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE ISSUES 

AIM TO PROTECT CONSUMERS


	Patrick Lavigne, 703-907-5732


(Washington, DC, May 5, 2005)  More than 3,200 leaders of the nation’s rural electric cooperatives were on Capitol Hill this week to to lobby their Congressional representatives, seeking support for consumer-friendly energy policies that will help ensure that co-op's continue to produce and distribute clean, affordable power, safely and reliably to the communities they serve.
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association CEO Glenn English says they appreciate the fact that the comprehensive energy bill passed by the House and being considered by the Senate endorses the vital role that electric cooperatives play in protecting electric consumers, and he thinks the president understands that as well.

“President Bush has begun to talk about an increase in energy prices as having the same impact as a tax increase, and there’s no question that it does.  It has an impact on the economy overall.” (:10) ([image: image1.png]
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English says the goal of NRECA is to represent the national interests of cooperative electric utilities and keep energy prices affordable for rural communities.

“All the points that we are concerned about are either barriers that are either barriers that are already in existence or barriers that some people are trying to put up.  So, we’re trying to make sure in the words of President Bush that we eliminate those barriers so we’re able to do our jobs better for the members who actually own the electric cooperatives.” (:16) ([image: image2.png]
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The major issues for rural electric cooperatives right now include supporting USDA’s Rural Utility Service lending programs for electricity infrastructure, legislation to promote railroad competition, renewable energy project funding for cooperatives, and opposing a rate hike proposal for Power Marketing Administrations (PMAs). 

Sandy Flicker, executive director of the Oregon Rural Elective Cooperative Association, says that since their power is supplied by the Bonneville Power Administration, the proposed PMA rate hike would have a serious negative effect on customers in their region.

“We have less than six customers per mile of line, so distribution costs are extremely high, and therefore it has been an advantage to have cost-based power from the Bonneville Power Administration that really helps keep our rates reasonable.” (:15) ([image: image3.png]
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Flicker says this budget proposal amounts to a “back-door” tax on rural electric customers, as well as a tremendous loss of jobs in regions that receive power from hydropower produced at federally owned dams. 

“Specifically in the northwest, it’s been estimated that going to market based rates would cost 40-60,000 jobs in both Washington and Oregon in the next five years.  That impact on jobs is huge to the economy and the increase in rates that we would suffer under this plan would definitely have an impact on the rural areas of the state.”  (:25) ([image: image4.png]
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Rural electric cooperative members are urging Congress to reject the proposed rate increase.

NRECA is the national service organization that represents the nation’s more than 900 private, not-for-profit, consumer-owned electric cooperatives, which provide electric service to more than 37 million people in 47 states.
# # #
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