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Sticky Trap Monitoring Program

Suggests Spread of Western Corn Rootworm Variant


ST. LOUIS, Mo., October 13, 2005 – A sticky trap monitoring program conducted recently by Monsanto suggests that the western corn rootworm variant may continue to be expanding, posing a potential threat to first-year corn next season.


Monsanto distributed 28,000 Pherocon® AM sticky traps to 3600 growers in parts of five Central Corn Belt states – Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Missouri – where the rootworm variant has been expanding.  Growers participating in the monitoring program, which covered more than 10 million acres, were asked to place the sticky traps in their soybean fields to determine whether the rootworm beetles are present and at what level. 


"What our results showed was that in 90 percent of the counties that we sent sticky traps into farmers did capture the western corn rootworm beetle on these sticky traps,” said Dave Rhylander, Director of Traits for Monsanto. "And so that tells us this bug continues to move east, and to the west and to the south, and that it’s now expanded further than anybody had anticipated.”  (:20) ([image: image2.png]
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According to Rhylander, the number of beetles in several counties exceeded the economic threshold for control of this pest. "We had 23 counties in that area where farmers had actually trapped enough beetles that would be above the economic threshold.  Which means if a farmer is going to plant corn in that soybean field next year he should consider using some kind of technology to control corn rootworm in that field.”  (:19) ([image: image3.png]
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Rhylander said Monsanto is confirming this information with universities, since this would indicate increased pressure of this pest above what has historically been measured in these areas.  “We’re working with these universities, whether it’s Purdue, Ohio State, Iowa State or Illinois, on our findings.”  (:09) ([image: image4.png]
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He recommends that growers in these areas should be on the lookout for signs of corn rootworm damage and they should potentially consider managing rootworms in their fields in 2006 if they verify that they have a potential problem.

“We’re telling farmers what they need to do is go out and inspect corn fields this year, see if you have lodged corn, do some root digs to see if you have any feeding on roots.  Continue to monitor the movement of this pest, and then consider using technology that would control this pest like YieldGard Rootworm technology or YieldGard Plus.”  (:24) ([image: image5.png]
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Growers in the target geographies may also want to monitor soybean fields next year with sticky traps.  They can obtain traps by calling 1-866-ROOTDIG by November 15, 2005 to be put on a list to receive the traps.

First sighted in east-central Illinois in the early 1990s, the western corn rootworm variant has continued to spread throughout the Midwest in recent years.  The variant has adapted its reproductive practices by laying its eggs in soybean fields in order to survive field rotations between corn and soybeans.  The variant eggs hatch during the spring, after the field has been rotated back to corn, resulting in larval feeding in first-year corn.


The beetles are drawn to the sticky traps by their yellow color and then are caught on a sticky surface. Growers were asked to then remove the traps, count the number of rootworm beetles embedded on the sticky surface and mail in a postcard with the results.  

Test results will be communicated to all participants in the testing program to assist with their insect management planning for 2006.  "What Monsanto is trying to do is help farmers be on the alert that this pest is moving and that they are prepared for it.  Because if a farmer does not know that he has this pest in a soybean field and he rotates to first year corn and does not use a soil insecticide, or some type of seed treatment that controls corn rootworm, he could have devestation,” (:24) ([image: image6.png]


 monsanto-cornborer-spread-cut5) said Rhylander.  He noted that Monsanto is proud to recognize the important contribution of those growers who put out the traps this year to help monitor the situation and provide information for other growers.
Growers of YieldGard Plus Corn must always follow grain marketing and insect resistance management requirements and must also follow pesticide label directions. YieldGard® is a registered trademark of Monsanto Technology LLC. ©2005 Monsanto Company.  All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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