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Rib Roast Sales Spike At Christmas
(Columbia, MO - AgNewsWire)  Like the rare Who-Roast Beast in “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” roast beef is a big part of the Christmas dinner celebration for Americans.  

Most of the year sales of beef rib and loin roasts average about four million pounds a month.  But, in just the week before Christmas, sales are triple that monthly average, at about 12 million pounds. 

Missouri Beef Industry Council Executive Director Steve Taylor says the surprising findings were revealed in a 2004 retail market survey done for the Cattlemen’s Beef Board by Freshlook Marketing.

“I was totally shocked to find out that about a third of all the rib and ribeye roasts that people buy during the whole year are purchased during that one week, right before Christmas.” 
Sales of standing rib roasts especially increase at this time of year because the cut makes an elegant presentation for holiday meals.  Taylor says research has found that people just like beef for the holidays.

“And they associate it with celebrations.  Part of it is cultural tradition from way back across the water in merry old England.  But certainly a holiday roast fills the house with a pretty pleasant aroma and it symbolizes special occasions.” 

The Missouri Beef Industry Council has lots of holiday beef recipes, tips and last minute gift ideas on their website www.mobeef.org.  

###
The Beef Checkoff Program was established as part of the 1985 Farm Bill. The checkoff assesses $1 per head on the sale of live domestic and imported cattle, in addition to a comparable assessment on imported beef and beef products. States retain up to 50 cents on the dollar and forward the other 50 cents per head to the Cattlemen's Beef Promotion and Research Board, which administers the national checkoff program, subject to USDA approval.
 
This News Release is being distributed by AgNewsWire. Pease provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future News Releases from AgNewsWire, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.  
