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CHILI COOKOFF

TO BENEFIT FOOD BANK
(Columbia, MO)  Callling all chili chefs!  The Central Missouri Food Bank will benefit from a Chef’s Chili Challenge to be held October 6, 2005 from 5:00-8:00 pm at the Holiday Inn Select in Columbia, Missouri.  Enter your favorite chili recipe to win while helping this great charity.
The event is being hosted by the Columbia Jaycees and sponsored by the Missouri Beef Industry Council, Missouri Pork Association, Missouri Soybean Association, the Holiday Inn Select and General Printing.

According to Dawn Thurnau (TURN-hour) with the Missouri Beef Industry Council, this is the perfect time of year for this type of event.

“The Chef’s Chili Challenge actually benefits the Central Missouri Food Bank, but we’re doing it in honor of National Chili Month in October because it’s a great chili time.”
Thurnau says anyone can enter the Chef’s Chili Challenge.

“We’ve actually got some restaurant chefs who have entered and also what I’m calling ‘campfire cooks.’  Anybody who has a great chili recipe can enter.”
The entry fee is $25, which covers both one chili recipe and/or one chili side dish.  Entries will be eligible to win in a number of categories including best beef chili, best pork chili, hottest chili and best chili side dish.  The top winner will be determined by the public, Thurnau says.

“People that come to the event will vote on their favorite.  The People’s Choice Chili will win $500, which is $250 for the chef and $250 for the organization that they represent or an organization of their choice.”
The public is invited to attend the event and enjoy the contest entries to vote for their favorites.  Tickets for the Chef’s Chili Challenge are $10 in advance and $12 at the door.  Tickets are available at the Food Bank Office on Vandiver, Holiday Inn Select, Truman’s Bar and Grille and online at www.mobeef.org.

Entry forms for the cookoff are also available from the Missouri Beef Industry Council, either on-line at www.mobeef.org or by calling the office at 573-817-0899.  Entry deadline is September 30, 2005.

###
The Beef Checkoff Program was established as part of the 1985 Farm Bill. The checkoff assesses $1 per head on the sale of live domestic and imported cattle, in addition to a comparable assessment on imported beef and beef products. States retain up to 50 cents on the dollar and forward the other 50 cents per head to the Cattlemen's Beef Promotion and Research Board, which administers the national checkoff program, subject to USDA approval.
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