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MachineryLink Offers Wheat Harvest Equipment Rental Options

(Kansas City, MO, May 9, 2005) The cool weather across the high plains recently may end up delaying the wheat harvest by a week or so this year, but its still high time for growers to be thinking about getting that crop harvested in a timely manner.  

Renting or leasing farm machinery is becoming popular with more grain producers as a way to manage equipment costs, gain access to newer technology and secure equipment for seasonal demand.

For Janet Tregellas and her husband Rocky, this will be the third season they have rented a combine for their harvest in a managed lease program.
“We started using MachineryLink two years ago.  First combine we had was a Case 2388, and it was a good machine and we had good luck.  They delivered it on the day they said they would.  That was the machine we used for wheat harvest, then we rented a John Deere for milo harvest and then we’re gonna use a John Deere for wheat harvest this summer.”  (:21) ([image: image2.png]
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The Tregellas family raises corn, wheat, grain sorghum, and cattle in the northeast corner of the Texas panhandle.  Janet says they have found renting to be perfect for them.
“Part of the benefit is that we don’t have to invest 200 thousand or more in a machine, although the payments that we make on rent would probably make the payments on some kind of a machine. These are always new or very late model machines and they pay all the repairs and storage and transportation. We don’t have enough storage to store a combine so we like to see it come on a place and we like to see it go.”   (:26) ([image: image3.png]
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Tregellas says she also appreciates the service that MachineryLink provides.

“They are serviced by your local dealers and they take care of the service as far as parts and breakdowns, and some technical advice.  They’re very good.  Whenever they deliver the machine, they show us how to run it and set it up and go with us out in the field if something is ready to harvest and we go ahead and make a few passes and they help us.”  (:18) ([image: image4.png]
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The Tregellas’ had used custom harvesters for more than 20 years prior to starting a rental program, and she says they have found it to compare very favorably to custom harvesting.

“When we had custom harvesters, sometimes we had to wait and some of our neighbors would be harvesting and we’d still be waiting on our custom harvesters.  When it’s ready to go, you’re in a panic to get in there and get it out.  And from the figuring and the cash flow that I can do, this costs about half of having a custom harvester.”  (:16) ([image: image5.png]
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According to Tregellas, the wheat crop looks better this year than it has for several years, but even though they escaped the recent frost they are facing an infestation of striped rust. And harvest time is right around the corner. 

“The last two years we have started around June the first but I am thinking its going to be a week or two late this year because it’s been cooler and wetter.  I would anticipate that harvest will really get in gear around June the 10th, but I’m not a prophet.  If it turns out real hot and dry we’ll end up back at that first week of June date.  We are looking at a lot of 50, 60 and 70 bushel wheat, if something doesn’t happen, like this rust.” (:24) ([image: image6.png]
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MachineryLink, Inc. of Kansas City, Missouri is a leading ag equipment resource for producers seeking more economical alternatives to equipment ownership that fit their financial plans and operations. The company’s website address is www.machinerylink.com. 
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