IRAQ HOPES TO BUILD ON RECORD WHEAT HARVEST
Americans have Provided more than 330 Seed Cleaners

   (Wassit Province, Iraq)  --  The southern Iraqi Province of Wassit shipped more than 110,000 tons of wheat and 90,000 tons of barley to state silos this past harvest.
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   This is a record yield for the province and four times higher than the 2005-crop season’s 48,000 tons combined.

   Northern Iraq grows Durham wheat which is exported to Italy for premium pasta processing.  The central and southern sections of Iraq are the bread producing regions.

   The record harvest can be attributed to American help.  U.S. Navy Captain Hank Domeracki attributes the success to the infusion of seed cleaners into the country.

   “In 2005, USAID bought 165 seed cleaners and before the 2006 crop was planted the U.S. Army bought and
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placed another 170 seed cleaners throughout the country,” Domeracki said.

   Seed cleaners are going a long way toward improving the wheat crop.  The Americans encouraged farmers to plant side-by-side crops to show the difference between cleaned and non-cleaned seeds.
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(This photo has not been altered)
   Countrywide, Iraq produced 1.2 million tons of wheat and 144,000 tons of barley.  That’s good, but the record harvest still falls far short of domestic consumption demand which is estimated at 4 million tons each year.

   Iraq’s food import bill has now soared to more than $4 billion per year.

   The Iraqi government currently offers grain subsidies that pay farmers approximately $250 for each ton of grain shipped.  As the food import bill comes down, Iraqi farmers are hoping their farm incomes will go up.

Story by Paul McKellips, U.S. Department of State, Public Affairs GO Team, on assignment in Iraq. 
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