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For more information, contact:

Joanna Schroeder, APR

Director of Communications, EPIC

636-399-4381

jschroeder@epicinfo.org
This release contains links to audio files that may be easily downloaded for your broadcast or Web use. Just click on the file name after the quote to listen and download the audio files. While online, your media player should automatically open and play the file,which you can then download to your hard drive.  Use your media player’s “file” and “save as” features. We recommend Windows Media Player.
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Pronunciation guide:  Paul Dana (DAY-na)



           Tom Slunecka (SLEN-i-ka)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Team Ethanol Driver Makes the Switch to Rahal Letterman 
Omaha, Neb. (Jan. 23, 2006 – AgNewsWire) —Paul Dana, driver for Team Ethanol, will be jumping into a Rahal Letterman IndyCar® Series car this year. Dana announced the switch today during an Indy Racing League (IRL) press conference. 

“This is a huge step up for us from a competitive standpoint because Rahal Letterman has such an excellent track record,” Dana said.  “My teammates will be Buddy Rice, who won the Indy 500 in 2004, and, of course, Danica Patrick, who was Rookie of the Year last year.”

Rahal Letterman Racing (RLR) is co-owned by 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal and television talk show host and comedian David Letterman.

Team Ethanol is sponsored by the Ethanol Promotion and Information Council (EPIC). Executive Director Tom Slunecka said they could not be more thrilled with the switch to one of the best and well-known IRL teams.
“The Rahal Letterman team, having produced Indy car winners and having the sensation in race car and sports media Danica Patrick, is just a fabulous way for ethanol to get its name out to that many more people.”

The 2006 racing season marks a major milestone for the ethanol industry with the switch for all IRL cars to a 10 percent ethanol-blended fuel, and next year they will step up to 100 percent ethanol.

“This makes a huge statement on behalf of the quality of the fuel and its performance abilities,” said Dana.  “The best racers in the world and the fastest race cars are out there doing 220 miles an hour on ethanol. It will perform in your minivan.”  

This is the first time that a major racing league has sanctioned the use of ethanol in all cars and all races, and Slunecka said this proves ethanol performs at the highest levels in the most technically-advanced engines in the world. 

“In order for consumers to feel comfortable about choosing ethanol, they have to know about the performance that this product provides to them, and our working with the Indy Racing League is vital to getting our performance message out to consumers.”

While Dana said the teaming of ethanol and the IRL is a winning combination for the environment and U.S. agriculture, as well as contributing to the energy independence of the nation, he hopes to see Team Ethanol in the winner’s circle this year as well.

“We’re very proud to represent one of the largest business development initiatives in agriculture​–that, of course, being ethanol. And we want to win, we want to run up front and do a good job and we want that ethanol car to be competitive.”

For more information about Team Ethanol and ethanol in general go to www.drivingethanol.org.  Slunecka also urges those in the ethanol industry to become involved in the organization.

About EPIC

The Ethanol Promotion & Information Council (EPIC) is an alliance of ethanol producers and industry leaders who have come together to spread the word about the benefits of ethanol through information and promotional programs. EPIC is a nonprofit organization and is overseen by a seven-member board of directors. For more information about EPIC, visit www.drivingethanol.org.
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