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Controlling Weeds Early in Herbicide-Tolerant Corn Protects Yields, Profits

INDIANAPOLIS, April 22, 2005 – With more corn acres being planted to herbicide-tolerant varieties, many producers are trying to shift their weed control programs to a risky post-only approach.

However, that approach leaves producers relying on ideal weather and field conditions – something they have no control over – to make timely herbicide applications.

Bruce Maddy, product technology specialist for Dow AgroSciences, says that last season many corn growers in the Upper Midwest faced a wet spring that kept sprayers out of fields when herbicide needed to be applied. That delay gave weeds a competitive advantage over corn that led to yield declines. 

“Certainly, post applications look appealing to growers from a cost standpoint, but there is a lot of risk to using a post-only approach – mainly from application delays due to bad weather. Growers really ought to look more at the potential profit they might lose if weed control doesn’t start early enough and they suffer yield loss when weeds begin to out-compete corn.” (:19) ([image: image2.png]
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According to Maddy, one of the challenges with post-only applications in corn is that there is very little room for error when it comes to timing the first application before yields are impacted. A soil-applied application will protect yield potential of early emerging corn while also offering other benefits for post application. 

 “Early weed control in corn is critical. So when you make a preemergence application, you’re giving corn that’s emerging a weed-free start. Then when you come back to make a post application to clean up the field, it will be more effective since those late-emerging weeds will be more uniform and smaller in height.” (:15) ([image: image3.png]
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In addition, Maddy says a soil-applied herbicide will add a different mode of action, helping to reduce weed tolerance or resistance to glyphosate due to consecutive glyphosate sprays.

“The point is, whenever you reduce or eliminate risk with weed control, you tend to have consistently higher yields and returns on investment. When you focus on cost, you tend to do things that are riskier. We see the use of half to three-quarter rates of soil-applied herbicides taking the risk out of herbicide-tolerant corn weed control.” (:20) ([image: image4.png]
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Maddy recommends beginning grass and broadleaf control with a soil-applied product, such as Surpass®, TopNotch®, Keystone®, Keystone LA or FulTime( herbicide, then following with a single post spray of a glyphosate like Glyphomax® XRT or Durango™ herbicide in Roundup Ready® corn or Liberty herbicide in LibertyLink corn.

- END -

(™Surpass, TopNotch, Keystone, FulTime, Glyphomax and Durango are trademarks of Dow AgroSciences LLC

®Roundup Ready is a registered trademark of Monsanto Company.

Surpass, TopNotch, FulTime, Keystone and Keystone LA are Restricted Use Pesticides and are not available for sale, distribution or use in the state of New York. Always read and follow label directions.
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