[image: image1.jpg]wellianaze




November 3, 2005

For Immediate Release
Contact: Rachel Dodd,  (800) 858-5974
USE OF BANDERS EXPANDS

BEYOND CASTRATION

A popular castration device is proving adaptable for a wide variety of other animal health procedures, according to livestock producers and veterinarians.  

(St. Francis, KS)  The Callicrate Bander was developed as a tool for low-stress, bloodless, user-friendly castration that enables cattle on feed to maintain high performance levels.  However, the ligation capabilities of the Callicrate Bander, which is designed and handcrafted in the U.S., also lends itself to a variety of other animal health treatments.

Tom King, an independent marketing representative from Oshkosh, Nebraska says he continues to see new uses for the bander, especially among livestock veterinarians who use it when they need a sanitary way to shut off blood supply for operations.

“I’ve had veterinarians tell me they use it on just about anything that’s sticking out that’s not supposed to be there.  For blood worts and tumors and damaged teats on dairy cows.  Even had two vets now tell me that they’ve used it to amputate broken legs that needed to be taken off.”  (:16) ([image: image2.png]
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Tail docking is just one example of a procedure made simple, safe and stress-free by using the Callicrate Bander.  Marketing rep Mick Lovelace of Edmond, Oklahoma says the practice is widely used on dairies where sanitation in milking barns and parlors is an issue, and the Callicrate Bander makes the procedure much simpler for the dairy farmer in either a stall barn or a parlor barn situation. 

 “In a parlor barn, the cows are usually elevated and they don’t need to dock the tails quite as short. In a stall barn, the workers and the cows are on the same level so they need to dock them a little bit shorter. It’s about a 6 inch difference.” (:16) ([image: image3.png]
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Bloodless dehorning is also an option with the Callicrate Bander. After the compression band is applied to the horn, it takes from 20 to 50 days for the horn to shed. The method removes horns without leaving behind open wounds that are vulnerable to infection.

For elk producers who harvest the antlers every year, the Callicrate Bander has been modified to improve antler removal with the customized Velvet Antler Bander. Applying a rubber loop to the base of the antler with the specially designed device provides local anesthetic and permits the horn to be removed without using chemical anesthetic, which is a big plus for veterinarian Dr. Terry Church with Canadian Rocky Mountain Ranch in Calgary.

“The Callicrate Bander provides us with an opportunity to painlessly remove the velvet antlers in a very safe and practical way without using drugs, thus avoiding any possibility of drug residues.  But at the same time it provides excellent analgesia and addresses the animal welfare issues very well.” (:25) ([image: image4.png]
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The bander’s strategic use of high-tension ligation improves any kind of surgical removal, including the removal of a uterine prolapse with a special prolapse loop. Carefully calculated pressure numbs tissues, which makes it a particularly humane method for treating a host of medical complications across several species of livestock.

For more about the Callicrate Smart Bander, visit the website at www.nobull.net or call 1-800-858-5974 for the name and phone number of a retail distributor near you.  
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