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 Bayer Fungicide Story  (4:55) 2.2MB  Outcue: “I’m Cindy Zimmerman reporting.”
Experts Find Fungicides Best for Reducing Scab and DON
 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C. (April 25, 2005) –The old saying “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” is very true when it comes to fighting Fusarium head blight or scab in wheat, according to millers and crop consultants in the mid-Mississippi Valley region.

Carl Schwinke (shwin-kee) is vice president of grain supply for Siemer (see-mer) Milling Company in Teutopolis (Too-top-o-lis), Illinois.  He says there are benefits for both growers and millers when wheat is treated preventively with a fungicide.

“The benefits to the growers are that they will have consistently higher yield year after year, consistently higher quality year after year.  From the millers’ perspective, we’re also going to get a benefit from that better quality and we’re going to have more consistent customers year after year.”  (:14) ([image: image3.png]
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Deoxynivalenol (dee-oxee’-ni-val’-i-nol), more commonly known simply as DON, is a mycotoxin caused by the fungus Fusarium graminearum (gram’-in-air-um), and is highly undesirable in food and feed.  DON is also referred to as VOM—short for vomitoxin. DON also affects barley, causing gushing and off-flavors in beer.

The Food and Drug Administration has established an allowable guideline of no more than one part per million of DON in all food ingredients, including flour. Growers who want to sell grain with low DON levels must be willing to prevent scab before it attacks. According to Chris Bowley, (BOW-lee) a crop consultant with Wheat Tech, based in Russellville, Kentucky, fungicides are the only in-season option for preventing scab.

“Really the two things that we have working for us now are varieties and fungicides.   We are looking at weather conditions the week prior to flowering and if we are getting decent weather conditions for scab development the week prior to flowering and then predicting rain the week of flowering we will go in there and try and target early flowering of the crop and try and apply product using high water volumes and twin jet nozzles to try and limit the spread of the disease at that point.”  (:35) ([image: image4.png]
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Scab infestations in the mid-Mississippi Valley have caused varying levels of DON in growers’ crops. In 2003 and 2004, average DON levels in Kentucky were extremely high, with a significant impact on profit.  Randy Myers, product manager with Bayer CropScience, says this creates a dilemma for buyers of the grain.

“If you’ve got this in your grain, then it can become a problem for the millers and the processors.  They have to treat the grain differently in order to get the mycotoxin out, or if that isn’t possible, they’re forced to go find a different supply of grain.  So, you’ve increased the cost to the miller and the processor and also taken away the revenue opportunity for the regional grower which normally would be the source of the grain.”  (:26) ([image: image5.png]
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Schwinke says they see varying levels of scab and high levels of DON nearly every four out of six years.  “And at times we have to source wheat from outside of our local area, which is something we really don’t want to do.  Our growers that are close to our mills are very important to us and we want to do everything we can to buy the wheat they have grown during that crop year.”  (:13) ([image: image6.png]
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Schwinke adds that the limited ability to clean grain is usually not enough to allow the mill to accept vomitoxin-contaminated local wheat. 

Scab also lowers test weights and impacts yield. Bowley says yield losses from scab ranged between 15 and 25 percent in 2003, while in 2004 they ranged between 40 and 75 percent. Bowley believes growers lost up to $1,000 per each 1,000 bushel load from low test-weights and high DON levels. 

To prevent such losses Bowley recommends growers work with their consultants to watch for conditions known to cause scab — such as moisture and warm weather during the heading stage of the crop — as well as to determine what fungicides to use for control.  “In Kentucky, Missouri and Tennessee where we mainly operate, probably the best sources of information are either the university system, local extension service, or several of the consulting groups that operate.  Plus you’ve also got a pretty good retailer network, so a lot of the local retailers will have quite a lot of information.  We do a lot research work and a lot of our own product testing so we are a fairly good resource in terms of coming up with good information because we’ve been working on it for several years.” (:29) ([image: image7.png]
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In the past several seasons, a scab prevention fungicide has been available under Section 18 Emergency Exemptions on a state-by-state basis. 

Myers says Bayer CropScience will continue working on future solutions for controlling scab, and to ensure that disease-fighting tools remain available to all growers.

“As we look down the road we are working with compounds in our developmental pipeline which are even more efficacious.  So we’re trying to address this problem long term and within that help the growers and the people in the grain industry.”  (:15) ([image: image8.png]
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Bayer CropScience LP is the U.S. business of Bayer CropScience, which has its global headquarters in Monheim, Germany. Bayer CropScience, a subsidiary of Bayer AG with annual sales of about EUR 5.8 billion (2003), is one of the world’s leading innovative crop science companies in the areas of crop protection, non-agricultural pest control, seeds and plant biotechnology. The company offers an outstanding range of products and extensive service backup for modern, sustainable agriculture and for non-agricultural applications. Bayer CropScience has a global workforce of about 19,000 and is represented in more than 120 countries, ensuring proximity to dealers and consumers. 
 
Forward-Looking Statements
This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer Group management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in our public reports filed with the Frankfurt Stock Exchange and with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (including our Form 20-F). The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments.

This Talking News Release is being distributed by ZimmComm. Pease provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.  
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