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Direct Injection Systems Can Help Get a Jump on Soybean Rust

DULUTH, GA – April 11, 2005 -  Considering the uncertainty about Asian Soybean Rust this growing year – when and where it might hit, if at all - farmers and custom applicators may want to consider a direct injection system for their sprayer units to help them juggle a busier-than-normal spray schedule. 

With the added pressure of potentially having to apply herbicides and fungicides in the same spray window, a direct injection system eliminates the downtime needed to rinse and clean tanks between jobs, according to Troy Schroeder (SHRAY-der) marketing manager for AGCO application equipment.

“If there were ever a year for direct injection, I’d say this is probably it.  The window for application is always narrow, but particularly this year with the threat of rust and aphids, injection just makes sense.  You’re injecting chemical direct into the boom line rather than mixing it in the tank, so you avoid cleaning the tank.  Your time in the field is spent spraying so you’re covering more acres in a day.”  (:24) ([image: image3.png]
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Schroeder says besides saving time, direct injection systems also save money for growers and custom applicators.

“You reduce the costs of foam and cleaners and that sort of thing and you prevent any waste of chemical because you’ve got it all contained in one specific chemical container.”  (:11) ([image: image4.png]
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In addition, Schroeder says rather than dedicating sprayers for specific products, applicators can quickly switch from herbicide to fungicides or other chemicals with the same machine, which results in additional savings.  
Direct injection systems, such as the SCS Sidekick manufactured by Raven Industries, is an easy add-on to existing spray units. Ag Chem offers the Raven units as aftermarket through Ag Chem spray parts dealers and as factory installs. The Sidekick is compatible with virtually any control console, including Falcon® II, Viper™ and Raven SCS systems offered in new RoGators or as upgrades. Cost of the injection system, including the tank, is usually less than $5,000.  


Schroeder adds that Ag Chem is offering a free spray guide to help growers and custom applicators stay on target with the right nozzles and other important fungicide application techniques.


“We call it ‘Spraying Fungicides is Different’ and what we’ve tried to do is put together the main differences between spraying fungicides and spraying herbicides.  We know that most people who have soybeans are used to spraying herbicides, but not fungicides.  And if somebody wants a copy of that they can just call us toll free at 877-454-3346.”  (:19) ([image: image5.png]
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Ag-Chem Offers Free Spray Guide for Soybean Rust

To help growers and custom applicators stay on target with the right nozzles and other important fungicide application techniques, Ag-Chem created an easy-to-read spray guide. “Spraying Fungicides is Different” provides recommendations on nozzle types, boom height, pressure and water volumes required for thorough fungicide coverage. It’s all done in the context of comparing fungicide application to the more common experience of spraying herbicides. 

Schroeder says free copies of “Spraying Fungicides is Different,” are now available.

“If growers or custom applicators want a free spray guide from us, all they have to do is call 877-454-3346 and we’ll get one sent out to them.”  (:11) ([image: image6.png]
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That toll free number again is 877-454-3346.  For more information on Ag-Chem products, visit www.rogator.agcocorp.com.

For more information on Ag Chem products, visit www.rogator.agcocorp.com.

AGCO Corporation, headquartered in Duluth, Georgia, is a global designer, manufacturer and distributor of agricultural equipment and related replacement parts.  AGCO distributes its products in more than 140 countries.  AGCO offers a full product line including tractors, combines, hay tools, sprayers, forage tools, tillage equipment and implements through more than 9,200 independent dealers and distributors around the world.  AGCO products are distributed under the brand names AGCO®, AGCO®Allis, AGCOSTAR®, Challenger®, Farmhand®, Fendt®, Fieldstar®, GLEANER®, Glencoe®, Hesston®, Lor*Al®, Massey Ferguson®, New Idea®, RoGator®, SisuDiesel™, Soilteq™, Spra-Coupe®, Sunflower®, Terra-Gator®, Tye®, Valtra®, White and Willmar®.  AGCO provides retail financing through AGCO Finance in North America and through Agricredit in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Ireland, Spain and Brazil.  In 2003, AGCO had net sales of $3.5 billion.
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