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AGENCY MAKES HOUSE

CALLS TO COLLECT FARM DATA

This is the third in a series of 5 reports which will be distributed every two weeks during the term of this survey.
Click Here For Audio Report:

 MO NASS ARMS Report 3 (1:27)

While you’re online, the linked audio will automatically download when you click on it.  It should automatically open your media player, which will allow you to play it.  Then you can save the file to your computer.  It contains a fully produced story to use in your programming or you may choose to voice yourself and edit out the sound bites.  Please contact ZimmComm if you have any problems.

Columbia, MO, February 7, 2005:  The agency in charge of collecting important agricultural data makes house calls to check the pulse of the farm economy.  Cindy Zimmerman reports.

Some 650 Missouri farmers and ranchers may soon be getting a call from the state Agricultural Statistics Service asking them to participate in the annual Agricultural Resource Management Survey, or ARMS.
“We’ll have about 40 interviewers contacting producers around the state, encouraging them to participate in this survey to help identify the economic situation of agriculture in Missouri as well as the rest of the country.”

Missouri Ag Statistics Service Director Gene Danekas says the personal survey is very detailed and takes about an hour and a half to complete, but the information is required by Congress to make important legislative decisions that affect the livelihoods of farmers and ranchers.

“Especially this year as discussions in Congress will start taking place on the new farm bill, and as questions come to the committees that study this there’s going to have to be a lot of information as to how are farmers doing - relative to economics, relative to cost of production – before any new plans are implemented.”

The 650 personal interviews are in addition to the less detailed surveys mailed out last month about 1100 producers and Danekas has one request of those who are called to participate.

“As farmers are visited by these interviewers and asked to spend and hour or two of their time, that they would look at it not as an invasion of their privacy, but as an investment in the future of agriculture.”
The ARMS is being conducted nationwide until about the end of March. 
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